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	Policy:  Peanut / Nut Product Allergy

STATEMENT
Hespeler Village Neighbourhood Association requests that everyone taking part in our programs refrain from bringing peanuts and or other nut products to programs.
Hespeler Village Neighbourhood Association has developed guidelines for everyone to follow to address instances where participants may be allergic to peanut or nut products. Although Hespeler Village Neighbourhood Association will make every effort to ensure the recreation activity is enjoyable for all participants, Hespeler Village Neighbourhood Association cannot guarantee that our programs will be peanut or nut product free and can therefore not be held responsible.  
PURPOSE
The primary purpose of this guideline is to prevent harm to registrants participating in the program who have a serious peanut/nut product allergy.
Hespeler Village Neighbourhood Association discourages program participants from bringing peanut and nut products for snack or lunches, however participants must be aware that our facilities are not peanut and nut product free.  Items in concessions, kitchens, and vending machines may contain peanut and nut products and staff in the facility are unable to ensure that patrons using the facilities are not bringing peanut and nut products into our buildings.
Hespeler Village Neighbourhood Association and participants with peanut allergies recognize that the implementation of this guideline may reduce but not eliminate the risk of accidental exposure. 
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
· Program leaders and participants registered in programs offered by Hespeler Village Neighbourhood Association will be asked to avoid bringing peanut and nut products while attending programs.  It will be the responsibility of the leaders to inform participants at the time of registration.
· Staff and Board Members will ensure that information regarding this guideline is placed on the website and other promotional material
· If a participant was to identify at the time of registration that they are allergic to peanuts of other nut products, staff must ensure the necessary forms are completed:
· Consent for administration of an Epi Pen 
· Emergency Allergy Alert Form and Photo I.D.
· In those programs where a registrant has alerted staff as being allergic to peanuts or nut products, staff will inform parents/guardians of all children in the program about the allergy and remind parents/guardians not to send peanuts and nut products with their child.
· In those programs where participants bring snacks or lunches, staff shall monitor a participant’s snack or lunch.  If foods containing peanuts and/or nut products are identified, the participant will be asked to save it until they return home.  Staff will follow-up with a friendly reminder to the parents/guardians for the peanut policy.
· If found on an offsite trip that a lunch or snack has peanut or nut products and a participant is in this particular program has identified they are allergic, that child will proceed to eat their lunch separate from the other participants with a volunteer.  Upon finishing their lunch they will dispose of their waster and wash their hands and face thoroughly.  
· Program leaders are aware that from time to time they may be approached by promotional companies who may want to distribute or donate free product to participants. In these instances program leaders are to ensure that the product does not contain peanuts or nut products.
EXPECTED OUTCOMES
· To reduce risk to program participants who are allergic to peanuts and/or nut products.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]To educate participants and families the risk of peanut and other nut product allergies.
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